A KIRK  SESSION  CLERK’S  NOTEBOOK 

1809-1834 


The  book,  which  is  the  private  record  of  a Kirk  Session  Clerk  of  a 
parish,  quoad  sacra,  in  the  West  of  Scotland,  is  elaborately  kept  and  is 
beautifully  written.  It  contains  an  account  of  the  expenditure  incurred 
at  the  three  yearly  celebrations  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  along  with  the 
amount  of  the  collections  at  all  the  diets  of  worship  connected  with  them. 
It  illustrates  the  change  that  has  come  over  the  use  of  strong  liquors. 

A specimen  page  will  show  the  nature  of  the  entries.  The  summary 
is  for  November  4,  1821. 


Expences,  Dr. 

Bread — £ s.  d. 

16  Loaves  for  Com".  Table  @ 5^d  . 74 

18  Half  quart",  for  Sessn  House,  at  do.  . . 83 

| peck  short  bread  .....  4 

Wine — 

10  Galls  port  for  Com"  Table  @ 15/6  . . 7 15 

1 Dozn.  port  ......  23 

1 Do.  sherry  ......  23 

Spirits — 

1 Bottle  Brandy  .....  5-6 

1 Do.  Whisky  .....  3 

1 Gall  Whisky  ......  10 

Cheese — 

12  Libs  old,  @1/  .....  12 

Ale— 

2 Galls,  @ 1/6  ......  3 

Candle — 

1 Stone  moulded  .....  13 

Sundries — 

Carriage  of  Vessels  .....  1 

Woman  in  Session  house  ....  1 

Doorkeepers — 7,  each  3/  . . . 1 1 


16  10  1. 

Deduct  amount  of  Collections  as  on  following 

page 14  5 2 


2 4 11. 


Balance  owing 


159 


160 
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Collections.  Cr. 

Thursday  . 

Friday 
Saturday 
Lords  Day 
Monday 

Total  £14  5 2 


14  8$ 
1 7 11 
7 i7 


Should  there  be  a deficiency  in  the  collections  the  amount  had  to  be  made 
up  by  the  minister  : if  a surplus,  it  went  into  the  congregational  funds. 

Much  of  what  was  ordered  was  for  the  refreshment  of  the  elders  and 
ministers  while  the  services  lasted.  Part  of  the  bread,  wine,  etc.,  and  all 
that  remained  over  after  the  sacrament,  was  to  be  “ sent  to  the  minister’s 
house  for  himself  and  other  Ministers  who  may  lodge  or  be  otherwise 
present  with  him  throughout  the  occasion.”  Care  was  taken  of  the 
various  utensils  used  in  the  celebration.  Even  the  cask  “ which  contains 
ten  gallons”  was  “ to  be  taken  away  when  above  wine  is  ‘ delivered’  and 
having  been  well  seasoned  throughout  the  week  to  be  filled  with  port  on 
Saturday,  sent  to  the  Session  house  in  the  evening,  pierced  with  the 
crane,  locked  up  in  the  closet,  and  the  key  sent  to  the  Minister.” 


